
CONCEPT, OBJECTIVES, AND TARGET 
CUSTOMERS OF THE PRODUCT. 

SPĪDOLA is a souvenir doll made from 
natural materials – a miniature “Latvian 
maiden” representing our country – 
either a specific Latvia region or a city. 
The dolls target audiences are tourists 
and families with children. They also 
can be used for government, municipal 
and corporate representation outside 
Latvia. The doll cannot be dismantled 
or undressed; it serves exclusively as a 
souvenir and an interior design element.

PRODUCT DIFFERENTIATION. 

The SPĪDOLA doll stands out with its reasonable proportions, sympathetic face that is understandable to wide audience, and 
the skilled handcraft invested into each part of the doll to reach compliance with character of some specific Latvian ethno-
graphic region. SPĪDOLA (meaning “the one who shines brightly”) as a character of 19th century epos “Lāčplēsis” symbolizes 
Latvian woman’s ability to be strong, independent, creative and bright despite burdens that can be brought up by life. Stately 
posture, sparkling eyes and long braids are illuminous parts of SPĪDOLA’S image. The SPĪDOLA doll corresponding to widely ac-
cepted stereotype image of Latvian girl, has already earned the customers’ attention in Riga souvenir shops and craft markets. It 
honorably represents a beauty of Latvian districts both in our country, as well as in the wide world. Our SPĪDOLA doll is dressed 
in a simplified Latvian folk costume, all made of natural materials. Being a small size classic souvenir doll SPĪDOLA has no coun-
terparts in the local market. Its parts and clothing are carefully worked out and aligned, presenting the sufficient minimum in 
order to achieve design of the simplified folk costume that would become explicitly linked to a specific location, as well as to be 
in harmony with other materials used, to correspond to customer’s expectations, and to be affordable in terms of the retail price.

MATERIALS AND TECHNOLOGY.

Dolls head, hands and base-stand are shaped out of beech wood using 
a turners’ bench and the smiling face is hand-painted by an artist. Hair 
is made of “Limbažu tīnes” one fold wool yarn, and is glued to the head 
along the hair parting and attached to the head by sewing down the head 
hole. The body is made from linen and wool filled with carded wool. Hand 
position and plasticity is achieved by inserting 0.5 mm copper wire con-
necting wrist to wrist. Doll’s skirt is sewn from linen or from Latvian folk 
skirt fabric of some particular region of Latvia, and is complemented by 
appropriate colored linen or homespun bodice. Wreath of the little doll is 
fashioned from colored wool yarn – it has been meshed into and embroi-

dered using knit stitch, it is removable and can be easily put back on the doll’s head. Doll’s skirt is decorated with a brooch that 
is created by sewing a bead of little ambers to the skirts’ fabric.

PACKAGING. 

SPĪDOLA is wrapped in a transparent polyethylene terephthalate (PET) box, using thick 
cardboard backing. The back of the box has a sticker with the doll’s description in three 
languages. Each doll has its serial number with the artist’s signature and pin on the Latvia 
map for the origin of the folk costume. Design of the souvenir doll and its packaging pro-
vides ample flexibility to represent our country, its specific regional community or city, 
as well as allows representing a specific business, skillfully and tastefully incorporating 
customer’s visual identity elements.


